
 

CELL PHONE LAWS

as of July 2005

Connecticut, New York, New Jersey and the District of Columbia each have enacted a jurisdiction-
wide ban on driving while talking on a handheld cellular phone.
Five states (Illinois, Massachusetts, New Mexico, Ohio and Pennsylvania) allow localities to ban cell 
phone use. Localities that have enacted restrictions on cell phone use include: Chicago, IL; 
Brookline, MA; Santa Fe, NM; Brooklyn, North Olmstead and Walton Hills, OH; and Conshohocken, 
Lebanon and West Conshohocken, PA. 
Seven states (Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, Oklahoma and Oregon) prohibit 
localities from banning cell phone use.
Eleven states (Arizona, Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Texas) and DC prohibit the use of all cellular phones while 
driving a school bus.
Ten states (Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, New Jersey, 
Tennessee, and Texas) and DC restrict the use of cellular phones by teens in the graduated 
licensing system. 
All but three states with cell phone bans have primary enforcement laws. New Jersey�s ban is a 
secondary enforcement law for everyone except school bus drivers and learner�s permit and 
intermediate license holders. Colorado and Maryland have secondary enforcement laws. 
Secondary enforcement laws may only be enforced when a driver has been stopped for another 
infraction.

 

State

Cell Phone Restrictions

Hand Held Ban All Cell Phone Ban

Alabama no no

Alaska no no

Arizona no School bus drivers

Arkansas no School bus drivers

California no School and transit bus drivers

Colorado no Learner's permit holders

Connecticut yes (eff. 10/1/05)
Learner's permit holders, drivers 
younger than 18, and school bus 

drivers (eff. 10/1/05)

Delaware no
School bus drivers and learner's 
permit and intermediate license 

holders

District of Columbia yes
School bus drivers and learner's 

permit holders

Florida no no

 

State

Cell Phone Restrictions

Hand Held Ban All Cell Phone Ban

Georgia no no

Hawaii no no

Idaho no no

Illinois By jurisdiction
Learner's permit holders, drivers 
younger than 18, and school bus 

drivers

Indiana no no

Iowa no no

Kansas no no

Kentucky no no

Louisiana no no

Maine no
Learner's permit and intermediate 

license holders

 



 

State

Cell Phone Restrictions

Hand Held Ban All Cell Phone Ban

Maryland no 
Learner's permit and intermediate 

license holders

Massachusetts By jurisdiction School bus drivers

Michigan no no

Minnesota no
Learner's permit holders and license 
holders during the first 12 months 

after licensing (eff. 1/1/2006)

Mississippi no no

Missouri no no

Montana no no

Nebraska no no

Nevada no no

New Hampshire no no

 

State

Cell Phone Restrictions

Hand Held Ban All Cell Phone Ban

New Jersey yes
School bus drivers and learner's 
permit and intermediate license 

holders

New Mexico By jurisdiction no

New York yes no

North Carolina no no

North Dakota no no

Ohio By jurisdiction no

Oklahoma no no

Oregon no no

Pennsylvania By jurisdiction no 

Rhode Island no School bus drivers

 

State

Cell Phone Restrictions

Hand Held Ban All Cell Phone Ban

South Carolina no no 

South Dakota no no

Tennessee no
School bus drivers and learner's 
permit and intermediate license 

holders

Texas no
Bus drivers when a passenger 17 and 

younger is present; intermediate 
license holders

Utah no no 

Vermont no no

Virginia no no

Washington no no

West Virginia no no

Wisconsin no no

Wyoming no no

 

©1996-2005, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
1005 N. Glebe Rd. Arlington, VA 22201 tel. 703/247-1500 fax 703/247-1588 www.iihs.org

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.2
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


